
Attachment 1 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
BACKGROUND With the expansion of several programs in the Marine Resources Program (MRP), 

ODFW has needed additional office and warehouse space in the Newport area. Last 
biennium, a search was performed for warehouse/office space to meet our specific 
program needs. Staff located the Garmin Building, with 2,400 square feet of office 
space, 2,600 square feet of warehouse space, and within walking distance to the 
existing MRP office at the Hatfield Marine Science Center (HMSC). Unfortunately 
the Garmin Building was not for lease, it was listed for sale. The owner agreed to 
lease the property to ODFW at $55,200 per year for two years if we would exercise 
our option to purchase the property at the end of the lease, subject to a legislatively 
approved budget. ODFW submitted Program Option Package 165 as part of our 2011-
13 biennial budget and the Legislature appropriated $600,000 for the purchase of the 
Garmin Building in Newport for the MRP. 

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT 
 

Staff worked with OSU, HMSC, and the Oregon Coast Community College to 
explore the option of building an additional facility on the HMSC campus that would 
meet the space needs of each agency and concluded this was not a viable option 
because of cost. 

ISSUE 1 Acquisition of the Garmin Building in Newport.  

ANALYSIS 
 

The ODFW building, built in 1970, was originally designed to accommodate a staff 
of about 26, now houses 60+ employees. During slow, but steady growth of this 
program, all available garage, shop, storage and lab space in the building has been 
converted to offices or cubicles leading to severe overcrowding and an inefficient 
work space. MRP obtained several new FTE in both the 07-09 and 09-11 biennia, 
with no remaining space in its current building. In addition to the existing MRP 
building at HMSC, ODFW leased space from OSU for many years. The space 
requirements of OSU forced the termination of the lease for additional office space in 
2007. 
 
There is limited commercial warehouse/office space in the Newport/South Beach 
area. After a previous 18 month search for sufficient office space in 2008, ODFW 
entered into a lease with purchase option on the Garmin Building, as it met ODFW’s 
needs for space. 

OPTIONS 1. Approve the acquisition of the Garmin Building in Newport 
2. Terminate the Option to Purchase and vacate the premises within 30 days. 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the acquisition of the Garmin Building in Newport. 

 

I move to approve the purchase of the Garmin Building in Newport and direct staff 
to exercise its option to purchase under the lease agreement. 
 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE October 7, 2011 


